Attorney DocKet No. 385478008US 



REMARKS 

In the above referenced Office Action, the Examiner divided the claims into the 
following groups: 

Group I: Claims 23-37, drawn to an apparatus for interrogating a sample, 
classified in class 324, subclass 228. 

Group II: Claims 38-47, drawn to a method for characterizing spectral emission 
features, classified in class 702, subclass 66. 

Group III: Claims 48-52 and 56-61, drawn to a SQUID apparatus, classified in 
class 324, subclass 248. 

Group IV: Claims 53-55, drawn to a computer readable medium, classified in 
class 360, subclass 27. 

In response, the applicants elect Group 1 without traverse. Non-elected claims 
have been canceled. 

Claims 26, 27, 28, 35, and 36 are amended to correct obvious and inadvertent 
typographical errors. 

Additionally, new claims 62-76 are being added. New claims 62-71 are 
substantially similar to elected apparatus claims 23-32, but are corresponding method 
claims, while new claims 72-76 are substantially similar to elected method claims 33- 
37, but are corresponding means plus function claims under 25 U.S.C. § 112, sixth 
paragraph. Since the newly added claims are similar to the elected claims, and 
because the new claims are drawn to an apparatus and corresponding method for 
interrogating a sample (class 324, subclass 228), attorneys for applicants believe they 
should be examined with Group 1 . If the examiner disagrees, he is encouraged to 
contact the attorney by phone below. 
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Upon allowance of any generic claims, applicant(s) request considerations of 
claims to any additional species which are written in dependent form or which otherwise 
include all the limitations of the allowed generic claims. 

No fees are believed due with this communication. However, the Commissioner 
is hereby authorized and requested to charge any deficiency in fees herein to Deposit 
Account No. 50-0665. 



Correspondence Address: 

Customer No. 25096 
Perkins Coie LLP 

P.O. Box 1247 

Seattle, Washington 981 1 1-1247 
(206) 359-8000 
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